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Association News
MFA Bus Tour to Biltmore Estate & Great Smoky Mtns a great success. Twenty-nine intrepid souls piled on a beautiful motor
coach in the early morning of October 22 and rode and rode ‘til we reached North Carolina, where we stayed for two days while we
toured the Biltmore Estate and the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. It was a most congenial and enjoyable group. All twenty-
nine returned safely home; three are new members: Ruth Gooch of Eaton Rapids and Gene and Mary Van Wys of Grand Rapids.
Many thanks to MFA Vice President Dave Wright for putting this tour together. Next year’s event will be a tour into our own Upper
Peninsula.

Help Your neighbor. Please note you can give a one-year membership in MFA for $20. Great Christmas gift!

Now is a good time to consider a tax-deductible donation to the Michigan Forest Foundation. This is the educational affiliate of
MFA that offers the McClain B. Smith, Jr. scholarship and helps underwrite workshops for teachers. Make checks payable to
Michigan Forest Foundation and send them to the MFA office in Eaton Rapids. Thanks for your support.

New Items in the MFA Store. We have a couple of new items in the MFA store -- MFA Tee shirts at $20 each and ceramic
mugs from the annual meeting for $5. Order from the MFA office in Eaton Rapids.

WILDLIFE NEWS
Cougar tracks verified. The first cougar tracks to be verified in the eastern Upper Peninsula were found near DeTour and Gulliver.
They were confirmed as cougar tracks by biologists with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) this fall. A photo made
by a trail camera was also confirmed. The DNR advises it is unlawful to kill, harass or harm a cougar unless it is in the immediate
defense of human life. DNR listserve

Michigan Dept. of Agriculture Practices Rapid Response. The Michigan Department of Agriculture (MDA)has been practicing with
other states in coordination and logistics of implementing quarantine measures required by state animal health officials. Last month MDA
sent emergency responders to the Kansas/Oklahoma border in an exercise simulating an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease. Such

procedures might be used in the event certain wildlife diseases are discovered.
MDA listserve

Bugs are Wildlife, too. The Environmental protection agency has launched a new web page containing product information on certain
insect repellents — whether they control mosquitoes and ticks or just mosquitoes, and how long their protection lasts. Find more
information on the EPA website. The e-forester

Forest Health

Control for Garlic Mustard. Researchers at Michigan State University, Cornell University, the University of lllinois and the Centre for
Agricultural Biosciences International in Switzerland are studying a tiny weevil that feeds on garlic mustard in its native Europe in hopes
that it might be used to control the pesky weed in the United States, where it has no natural enemies. Garlic mustard is invading forests

in southern Michigan and is said to release chemicals into the soil that inhibit the growth of other plants.
The Michigan Landscape

Legislation

In Washington:

HR 3524 : the Family Farm Preservation and Conservation Estate Tax Act. The American Forest Foundation reports this bill,
which would improve the estate tax for working woodlands, now has 47 sponsors in the House of Representatives. The bill has
the support of the American Forest Foundation.
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In Lansing:
State Park Funding. Senate bills 388 and 389 would allow Michigan residents to purchase a $10 annual “passport” for state
parks and boat access sites when registering vehicles. Companion bills in the state House are 5677 and 5678.

Michigan United Conservation Clubs

Alternative energy

Biomass Crop Assistance Program. The USDA'’s Biomass Crop Assistance Program provides financial assistance to
producers or entities that deliver eligible biomass material to designated biomass conversion facilities to produce heat, power,
biobased products or biofuels. The USDA Farm Service Agency will pay producers of biomass to deliver their product to certain
designated facilities, effectively doubling the amount the producer receives. Hardwood Federation

Ethanol from Chips. Frontier Renewable Resources has provided a $2 million grant to Michigan State University and Michigan
Tech to help with development of Michigan’s first cellulosic ethanol plant, to be constructed at Kinross, in the eastern Upper
Peninsula. Bill Cook

Timber Taxes
USDA Management Bulletin R8-MB 134 summarizes what's new in federal income tax rules for timber owners in 2009. ltis
available from USDA Forest Service, Southern Region, 1720 Peachtree Road NW, Atlanta, GA 30309.

Biofuel Producers form Association. The Low Carbon Synthetic Fuels Association (LCSFA) has been formed to address
“legislative and regulatory inequities that have slowed or even hindered the development of advanced biofuels.”
The e-forester

Miscellaneous

Wisconsin Protects working farms and forests. Wisconsin has updated their 30-year-old “Working Lands Initiative” to
provide broader protection for farms and forests. Governor Jim Doyle pointed to an annual loss of 30,000 acres of farmland as
testimony to the need to take action. American Farmland

Coldest Place is not Herman, Michigan — or Pellston. The world record for the coldest temperature is held by German
physicist Wolfgang Ketterle’s laboratory at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. It's just 810 trillionths of a degree
Fahrenheit above absolute zero. Makes Herman sound pretty inviting... Astronomy

Price of Roundup going down. Monsanto Company has announced a 50% cut in the price of Roundup herbicide. Selling
price next year is expected to be approximately $10 to $12 per gallon. Michigan Farm News

Wood Certifiers Feuding. The Coalition for Fair Certification filed a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission claiming
unfair trade practices on the part of the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). The complaint charges that FSC has set
unreasonably high standards for U.S. wood products and thus stifles competition in world markets. FSC says the charges are
cynical and misleading. New York Times

Safety Video on Storm Damage and Salvage. The North Carolina Association of Professional Loggers, working with Forestry
Mutual Insurance Company, has produced a 20-minute safety video on storm damage and salvage. It is directed at utility crews
and emergency management crews as well as professional loggers. A discussion guide is also available. Contact Forest
Resources Association Inc., 600 Jefferson Plaza, Suite 350, Rockville, MD 20852 and refer to stock no. 09-A-6.

Forest Resources Association

Publication available on portable timber bridges. The US Forest Service, Northeastern Area State and Private Forestry has
released a publication on the use of portable timber bridges for control of sedimentation and erosion at points where logging
roads cross water courses. A copy can be downloaded from the Northeastern Area website.

The e-forester

Publication on Control of Duckweed and Watermeal. Purdue University has released a publication on
control of the aquatic plants known as duckweed and watermeal. It can be ordered from The Education Store,
Purdue Extension at www.extension.purdue.edu/store. The Michigan Landscape

The Forest History Society offers good publications for those with an interest in reading and preserving the history of our
forests. Learn more about this organization from their website at http://www.foresthistory.org. Better yet, download a
membership form at http://www.foresthistory.org/Friends/AnnualFundForm.pdf. Enjoy ...
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